
IONA MCGREGOR FIRE PROTECTION AND RESCUE SERVICE DISTRICT 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 

DATE: July 19, 2023 

6:00 P.M. 

6061 SOUTH POINTE BOULEVARD 

FORT MYERS, FL 33919 

NOTE:  THE BOARD MEETING IS BEING RECORDED AND ALL STATEMENTS MADE 
DURING THE BOARD MEETING ARE SUBJECT TO BEING MADE AVAILABLE TO 
OTHERS AS A PART OF THE BOARD MEETING PUBLIC RECORD.   

NOTE:  ALL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES MUST BE PUT ON THE SILENT 
MODE PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF THE BOARD MEETING AND REMAIN ON 
SILENT MODE THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE BOARD MEETING UNTIL 
ADJOURNMENT. 

Meeting Called to Order at 6 pm  

Roll Call of Commissioners: Commissioners Andersen, Louwers, Barbosa, Walker and Langford 
were all present 

Opening Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance 

Recognitions: None 

Adoption of Meeting Agenda, Including Amendments: a motion to approve the agenda with no 
amendments was made by Commissioner Walker with a second by Commissioner Barbosa        
….Motion carried 

Approval of Previous Board Meeting Minutes: a motion to approve the minutes as presented was 
made by Commissioner Barbosa, with a second by Commissioner Langford  ….Motion carried 

Approval of Financial Report: Financial reports were submitted prior to the meeting. There was 
some discussion regarding the interest rates. CFO Winzenread said he would like to do some 
analysis as to the benefits of diversifying funds. Commissioner Walker made a motion to approve 
the financial report as presented, with a second by Commissioner Barbosa  ….Motion carried 

Chief’s Report 

State Mandated Performance Review 
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https://ionafiredistrict.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Board-Meeting-Agenda-06212023-Minutes-DRAFT.pdf
https://ionafiredistrict.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/JUN-2023-Financial-Report.pdf
https://ionafiredistrict.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Fire-Chief-Report-07192023.pdf
https://ionafiredistrict.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Performance-Review-agenda-summary.pdf


Chief Comer explained the state mandated performance review was state mandated, to be done 
every 5 years. Report was favorable, there were some recommendations contained within the 
report. Chief asked if there were any questions. Some recommendations have already been put into 
effect such as response data which was presented as part of the Chief’s report.  

Attorney’s Report: Attorney Pringle said that all his comments are related to the business agenda 
items. 

DVP’s Reports – Nothing to report 

Public Input on Business Agenda Items [Note: Prior to Board action being taken on each of the 
Business Agenda Items below, members of the public will have up to three (3) minutes per person 
to make public comment on each of the Business Agenda Items after the Commissioners have had 
their discussion.] 

Business Agenda Items 

1. Health Insurance Renewal

a. Discussion of agenda item

Chief explained per the agenda item summary that United Health Care is offering a 0% rate 
increase. The renewal offer is a lot earlier than normal. Ghering group explained that we performed 
well last year with claims, and UHC has a large case load. They are interested in closing our 
renewal quickly. This offer is provided we do not go to market. Chief recommends approving the 
proposal. There was some discussion regarding the merits of going with the 0% UHC increase v's 
going out to bid.  

b. Public input: No public input

c. Board action

Chief Comer recommended approving Ghering Groups insurance renewal proposal. 
Commissioner Walker made a motion to authorize Chief to negotiate a multi-year contract with a 
0% increase first year, second year not to exceed an increase of 4.5% and third year not to exceed 
4.5% increase, and if that fails, the Chief is authorized to approve the one-year proposal at 0% 
increase. With a second from Commissioner Barbosa  ….Motion carried. 

2. Certification of Taxable Value (Forms DR-420 and DR-420MM-P)

FY 2024 DR-420MM-P - DRAFT 

FY 2024-DR-420-DRAFT 

a. Discussion of agenda item
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https://ionafiredistrict.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Health-Insurance-Renewal.pdf
https://ionafiredistrict.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Agenda-Item-Summary-DR-420.pdf
https://ionafiredistrict.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/FY-2024-DR-420MM-P-DRAFT.pdf
https://ionafiredistrict.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/FY-2024-DR-420-DRAFT.pdf


CFO Winzenread said we are the beginning of the truth in millage process and request the Board 
authorize Chief Comer to file the Certification of Taxable Value Form DR-420 and Maximum 
Millage Levy Calculation Preliminary Disclosure Form DR-420MM-P with a current year 
proposed millage rate of 2.5000 mills and a First Public Budget Hearing date of September 13, 
2023 at 5:05 pm. In addition, we request the board set the date(s) for budget workshop(s) to allow 
staff time to publicly notice. Commissioner Walker wanted to go on record saying that we are 
likely to be a $1 million short.  

b. Public input: Steve Allen, retired FF. asked where the public can find
financial budgets to review, Commissioner Andersen directed him to our website. 

c. Board action

Commissioner Andersen made a motion to set the maximum levy calculation preliminary 
disclosure millage rate for 2.5000 mils and the first public budget hearing for Sept 13, 2023 at 5:05 
pm for DR-420 purposes, with a second from Commissioner Louwers  ….Motion carried 

Commissioner Andersen made a motion to set a preliminary budget workshop August 23rd at 5pm 
at this location, with a second from Commissioner Barbosa  ….Motion carried 

3. FY2023 Strategic Plan Update

Update 

a. Discussion of agenda item

Chief Guzan said that the update was emailed out. As part of accreditation process, we do annal 
updates of the strategic plan. He thanked division heads and program managers. We just completed 
quarterly meetings to update the strategic plan, impressive to see what we’ve accomplished despite 
the hurricane. Opened floor to questions. Commissioner Langford asked about funding for exhaust 
systems, Chief Hernden we are researching grants as the equipment costs approximately $10k 
which is why we’re looking at grants. 

b. Public input: No public input

c. Board action

Commissioner Barbosa made a motion to adopt the FY2023 update of the strategic plan, with a 
second from Commissioner Langford  ….Motion carried 

Public Comments on Non-Business Agenda Items [Note:  Any member of the public will have up 
to three (3) minutes to make public comments on any non-business agenda item topics.] no 
comments 

Commissioner Comments on Non-Business Agenda Items 
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https://ionafiredistrict.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-annual-CDSP-update-agenda-item.pdf
https://ionafiredistrict.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-07-17-Appendix-4-CDSP-2021-2026-2023-Update-004.pdf
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